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Chapter 1 
Introduction 
& Purpose of 
Plan

Community park and recreation plans serve a variety 
of purposes. They guide local decision-making 
regarding park and recreational opportunities and 
enhancements. A thorough plan for a community’s 
park and recreational facilities contributes greatly to 
the vitality of the community. Completion of a park and 
recreation plan also establishes the five-year eligibility 
for recreation grants administered through the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Therefore, 
this plan is intended to meet the requirements and 
provisions set forth by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources for the development of community 
park, recreation, open space, and greenway plans.

This is a five-year plan that reflects the desires of the 
Lake Charter Township community. Public input was 
gathered via a community survey and conversations 
with Township leaders. The Lake Charter Park 
Committee, who is charged with overseeing the 
development of the Lake Charter Township Park, 
provided project direction as the project steering 
committee. The inclusive, community-based planning 
process provided a formal framework for the Township 
to consider, develop, and establish their future park 
and recreation goals and action plan.

Lake Charter Township is excited to have a park 
and recreation plan that reflects the community’s 
needs and desires. The plan will direct the future 
development of park and recreation facilities, 
amenities, and services over the next five years and 
beyond. By coming together, the community has 
worked hard to determine how best to continue to 
use its resources to support the Park and recreational 
amenities.
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Chapter 2 
Community Description

Coloma
Township Watervliet

TownshipHagar
Township

Bainbridge
TownshipBenton

Township

St Joseph
Township

Royalton
Township

Sodus
Township Pipestone

TownshipLincoln
Township

Oronoko
Township

Baroda
Township Berrien

Township

Chikaming
Township

Weesaw
Township

Buchanan
Township

Niles
Township

New Buffalo
Township

Three Oaks
Township Galien

Township
Bertrand
Township

LAKE
TOWNSHIP

WATERVLIETCOLOMA

BENTON
HARBOR

ST JOSEPH

BRIDGMAN

BUCHANAN

NEW BUFFALO

NILES

BERRIEN COUNTY

Location 
Lake Charter Township is 
approximately 19 square miles 
in southern Michigan, with 
Lake Michigan directly to the 
west. Lincoln Township lies 
to the north, Chikaming and 
Weesaw Townships to the 
south, and Baroda Township to 
the east. The City of Bridgman 
is located on the western 
border of the Township. I-94 
cuts through the center of the 
Township, from the north to 
the south of the community. 
CSX railroad runs north and 
south parallel to I-94.
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Physical 
Characteristics
Topography 
The land is relatively flat, with the exception 
of the tall sand dunes on some parts of 
the Lake Michigan shoreline. Dune slopes 
are dominantly 18% to 45%, with some 
exceeding 60%. The area encompassing 
approximately the western three-fourths 
mile edge of Lake Township has been 
designated as a Michigan Great Lakes Sand 
Dunes Area, as a result of the Sand Dune 
Protection and Management Act, P.A. 222 
of 1976. Under this law all sand extraction is 
regulated, requiring a permit from the MDNR. 
The statute defines a sand dune area as, 
“an area which includes those geomorphic 
features composed primarily of sand, whether 
windblown or of other origin and which lie 
within 2 miles of the ordinary high-water mark 
on a Great Lake.” (All dune mining ceased 
in the Township in 2002.) The Dunes are 
most noticeable as the area of great relief 
west of I-94 on a topographic map. Warren 
Dunes State Park is located at the south end 
of the Township. East of I-94 the topography 
becomes nearly level to gently sloping. 
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Hydrology
There are many natural water features in 
the Township. There are five watersheds 
that flow into the St. Joseph River that 
empties into Lake Michigan. Lake 
Michigan lies along the western border 
of the Township, spanning four and a half 
miles. A network of river, streams, creeks, 
ponds, and wetlands are also found 
throughout the community. The relatively 
small wetlands found in the eastern 
half of the Township do deserve careful 
attention and preservation, as they help 
with storm water mitigation and flood 
management in the community. 
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Land Cover
The landscape is characterized by 
an abundance of healthy deciduous 
and coniferous forests. Sand dunes 
are located along the Lake Michigan 
shoreline. Most of Michigan’s coastal 
dunes found along Lake Michigan date 
to the Nipissing Age, making them 
approximately 3,500 to 4,000 years 
old.  They represent unique habitats, 
which support many rare plant species. 
As the barrier dune bluffs recede to 
the intermediate trough and secondary 
dune, the Beech-Maple and Oak-
Hickory associations give way to the I-94 
corridor and the residential-agricultural 
area beyond. A majority of the land 
that is farmed is covered with fruit and 
row-crops.

Willow Dr

Re
d A

rro
w

Hw
y

Ba
ldw

in 
Rd

L i vingston Rd

Ho
lde

n R
d

Je
ric

ho
 R

d

W Linco Rd

Th
orn

ton
 D

r
W Shawnee Rd

Ga
st 

Rd

Floral Ln W Snow Rd

W Hinchman Rd

W Lemon Creek Rd

Russell Rd

Da
te 

Rd

Browntown Rd

La
ng

e R
d

Ca
lifo

rn
ia 

Rd

Ott Rd

Map 4

LAND COVER
Lake Charter Township, MI

0 ½ 1¼
Mile ¯

Legend
Critical Dune Areas

Open Water
Developed, Open
Space & Low Intensity

Developed, Medium &
High Intensity
Barren Land
Forest

Shrub & Grassland
Pasture & Crops
Wetlands

CITY OF
BRIDGMAN

WEESAW TOWNSHIPCHIKAMING TOWNSHIP

BA
RO

DA
 T

O
W

NS
HI

P

L INCOLN TOWNSHIP

L a k
e  

M
i c

h i
g a

n

0 1
mile

¼ ½ N

Legend
Critical Dune Areas

Open Water

Barren Land

Forest

Shrub & Grassland

Pasture & Crops

Wetlands

Developed, Open 
Space & Low Intensity

Developed, Medium 
& High Intensity



6

Land Use
Lake Charter Township is predominantly a residential-agricultural community.  
Agriculture is the dominant land use in the eastern and southern parts of 
the Township.  Small grain and grapes are the main crops. The area west of 
Red Arrow Highway, which comprises the dune area, is used as recreation 
land and single-family residential. There has been a slow, yet steady increase 
single-family homes built on large lots that were previously used for farming. 
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Demographic Information
The total population for Lake Charter Township according to the 2020 census is 2,827people. The population peaked 
in 2000, and has been on a slight continuous decline in the last twenty years. 

Figure 2.1: Lake Charter Township Population 1980 - 2020

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 1980 - 2020
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The following are additional population and housing trends 
in the Township that may influence the recreation needs 
and desires of the community:

 » Age. In 2019, The median age of residents in Lake 
Charter Township was 55.6 years, as compared to 42.1 
years in Berrien County and 39.7 in Michigan. The two 
largest population groups in the Township are those 
60–80 years old (29.4%) and those 40–60 years old 
(27.7%). Accessible, recreation facilities should be 
provided for senior citizens. 

 » Education. In 2019, a large majority of the adult 
population had graduated from high school. 91.3% 
of the population has a high school graduate degree 
or higher, while only 28.5% of the population has a 
Bachelor’s degree or higher. 

 » Household Size. In 2010, the average household 
size for Lake Charter Township was 2.42. This is only 
slightly smaller than the Berrien County average of 
2.43, and smaller than the State of Michigan average 
of 2.49.
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 » Occupancy. In 2020, 76% of houses are owner-occupied. This is higher than the 
rates of owner-occupied houses in Berrien County (70.7%) and yet lower than the 
Michigan state average (88.4%). This shows that people are vested in their houses 
and community, meaning that they will be likely looking for local, nearby recreational 
opportunities.

 » Home Value. In 2019, the median home value was $168,500 in Lake Charter 
Township, which was more than the median home value of $156,800 in Berrien 
County in 2019. The median home value in Michigan in 2019 was $154,900. 

 » Income. In 2019, the median household income for Lake Charter Township residents 
was $58,553. The median household income for households with two incomes and 
no kids was $89,933. This means that a majority of recreational activities should be for 
households with modest income means. 

 » Labor Force. In 2019, 95.6% of the civilian labor force was employed in Lake Charter 
Township, and 41.2% of the total population was not in the labor force. This means 
that a majority of the workforce was employed, yet there is a portion of the population 
that is retired. Recreational activities offered in the Township should include active and 
passive recreation. 

 » ALICE. This is the acronym for Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed – the 
households that earn more than the Federal Poverty Level, but less than the basic cost 
of living for the county. According to the 2019 Michigan ALICE Report, of the 61,809 
households in Berrien County, 38% are below the ALICE threshold. Lake Charter 
Township is within Berrien County.
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Chapter 3 
Administrative 
Structure

Township Board & 
the Township Park 
Committee
Lake Charter Township is guided by a 
Township form of local government. 
Responsibilities for the park system are 
assigned to a five-member Park Committee 
that is appointed by the Township Board.  
The Park Committee works closely with 
the Township Board to provide guidance 
in matters involving acquisition and 
development. The Township Board 
ultimately approves projects and budgets 
for the Township Park from the general fund.

10
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The Park Committee meets monthly to discuss the functioning of the Park in relation to citizens’ concerns and 
community needs. The role of the Park Committee can best be described as follows:

 » To offer information on how the implementation of Park policies will affect residents.

 » To encourage the exchange of ideas and feedback between the community and Township Board. 

 » To communicate an awareness of projects in the Park in order to minimize misunderstanding within the 
community.

 » To assist the Township Board in the development or assessment of long-range goals to guide the delivery of 
park and recreation services.

 » To interact with school athletic programs to partner in recreation programs.

 » To interact with local recreational league leaders to determine program needs. 

Lake Charter Township 
Administrative Structure
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TREASURERCLERKBOARD OF 
TRUSTEESSUPERVISOR

WATER 
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The Park Committee oversees Park planning and makes recommendations through the Township Supervisor to 
the Building and Grounds Supervisor regarding projects, programs, and facilities at the Park. The Building and 
Grounds Supervisor oversees the Park and Park maintenance. The Township employs seasonal staff to assist with Park 
maintenance. The Building and Grounds Supervisor reports to the Township Supervisor. 

In 2021, the total Parks and Recreation budget was $243,500 which includes $83,000 for capital improvements. In the 
2020-2021 year, the Township received just over $61,000 from the Bridgman Public School District Recreation Fund for 
a portion of the softball fencing projects and the renovation of the pony field. 

Chapter 4 
Recreation Inventory

This chapter provides an overview of the park and recreation facilities and programs available in the Township and an 
accessibility assessment. 

Accessibility
Per the Michigan Department of Natural Resources guidelines, an assessment of the accessibility of each park to 
people with disabilities is required in this recreation plan. This assessment considers the accessibility of both the 
facilities themselves (as appropriate) as well as the access routes to them. The accessibility grading system is based on 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) through a five-point system as defined in Table 4.1
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Table 4.1. MDNR Grading System for Accessibility

Accessibility Grade Definition

 » 1 None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

 » 2 Some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

 » 3 Most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines

 » 4 The entire park meets accessibility guidelines

 » 5 The entire park was developed/renovated using the principles of universal design 

Lake Charter Township Recreation Facilities
The following section contains information about the park and recreational facilities located in the Township. The 
methods used to determine site accessibility and inventory were based on a compilation of information from 
the previous recreation plan, verification through site visits, information provided through Township officials, and 
knowledge provided through other local entities.

Lake Township Park - 10801 Gast Road, Bridgman, MI 49106
Located at the corner of Snow and Gast Roads, the 50-acre recreational area was first developed in 1982. The Park 
contains a soccer complex, three smaller softball fields, two regular size softball/baseball fields, one pony baseball 
field, picnic areas, a preserved wetland, 18-hole disc golf course, playground equipment, two concession buildings, 
three covered pavilions, and a 3-acre pond. The Park is considered the home of the Bridgman Softball Association, the 
Bridgman Baseball Association, and the Bridgman Lake Township Youth Soccer League.

Accessibility Score:  2     
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Other Recreational Assets
Warren Dunes State Park
Located along the Lake Michigan shoreline, the 1,952-acre 
state park is in the southwest corner of the Township. There 
are 6 miles of hiking trails, campsites, a beach house with 
bathrooms, a picnic area, and concessions. 

Grand Mere State Park
The Park is located just north of the Township line. The Park 
is characterized by magnificent sand dunes, deep blowouts, 
two inland lakes, and half a mile of Lake Michigan shoreline, 
accessible by the Park’s two trails, but just a small portion of 
the land without the accessible amenities is in the Township.
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Bridgman Weko Beach & Campground
Located on Lake Michigan, the park features 960 feet of 
shoreline. There are kayak and paddle board rentals, a 
boat launch, restroom facilities, and concessions. A fee is 
required for entry. 

Toth Street Park
Located at the end of Toth Street, the 7-acre park is free 
for residents of the City of Bridgman. It features many 
facilities, including a basketball court, dog park, pavilion, 
playscape, playground equipment, and a paved trail. 

Legion Park
The small, local 0.52-acre City of Bridgman park has a 
tire swing and gaga ball pit. The Park is located on Post 
Court. 

Baroda Township Park
The Township park is located at 640 W. Lemon Creek 
Road.  The Park offers a pavilion, fishing pier, two trails, 
soccer field, baseball field, and playground equipment.

Village of Baroda Park
The Village park is located at 1500 W. Lemon Creek 
Road along Hickory Creek. Facilities at the park include 
tennis courts, basketball courts, playground equipment 
and a pavilion.

Athletic Programs
The Township includes several sports leagues. The 
Bridgman/Lake Township Youth Soccer League is open 
to anyone wishing to play from ages 4 to middle school 
students. The Bridgman Area Softball and Baseball 
Association claims Lake Charter Township Park as its 
home. The Park has three smaller fields, two regular size 
softball fields, and one baseball field. Hundreds of kids 
and adults enjoy the fields through several softball and 
baseball tournaments annually. Area churches use the 
adult softball fields for summer church league.

School Facilities
Lake Charter Township is served by 3 school districts: the 
River Valley School District, Lakeshore Public Schools, 
and the Bridgman School District. Bridgman Schools 
offer competitive sports and recreation programs. 
Bridgman Public Schools have 3 schools that are located 
in the Township, and they have a baseball field, softball 
field, football field, basketball court, playscape areas, an 
indoor pool for public use, and tennis courts.

 
Previous Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources Grants
According to the MDNR’s MiGrants website, Lake 
Charter Township has never received any MDNR grants. 
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Chapter 5 
Planning & 
Public Input 
Process

Planning Methods
The Lake Charter Township Park and Recreation Plan 
was initiated to provide direction for future Township 
Park projects, administration, and ongoing operation 
and maintenance. The timetable for review and approval 
began with a kickoff meeting with the Park Committee (the 
project steering committee), and ended with local support 
of the plan in early 2022. Community input was gathered 
by talking to members of the Township Park Committee 
and by the public completing the community survey.

Numerous tools can be used to determine the recreational 
needs of a community. One way to assess a community’s 
needs is to compare metrics or data. Another way is to 
use a systems planning approach to identify local issues, 
priorities, and levels of service that can be determined 
via a community survey to inform the planning process. 
Both of these methods are employed in the Lake Charter 
Township Park and Recreation Master Plan. 

Comparison to Park 
Metrics
The recreation classification system and facility 
development standards developed by the National 
Recreation and Park Association has data on different 
types of parks, their desired site characteristics, size, and 
service area. The following tables provide a comparison 
with recreation development standards and classifications 
systems to help inform the planning process:
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Mini-Park

Use Specialized facilities that serve a concentrated or limited population or specific group such 
as tots or senior citizens.

Service Area Less than ¼ mile radius
Desirable Size 1 acre or less
Acres per 1,000 
Population 0.25 to 0.5 acres per 1,000 population

Desirable Site 
Characteristics

Within neighborhoods and in close proximity to apartment complexes, townhouse 
development or, housing for the elderly.

Mini-Parks near Lake 
Charter Township Legion Park

Neighborhood Park / Playground

Use Area for intense recreational activities such as field games, court games, crafts, 
playground apparatus area, skating, picnicking, wading pools, etc.

Service Area ¼ to ½-mile radius to serve a population up to 5,000 (a neighborhood).

Desirable Size 15+ acres
Acres per 1,000 Population 1 to 2 acres per 1,000 population

Desirable Site Characteristics
Suited for intense development. Easily accessible to neighborhood population 
geographically centered with safe walking and bike access. May be developed as a 
school park facility.

Neighborhood Park near Lake 
Charter Township Toth Street Park
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Community Park 

Use

Area of diverse environmental quality. May include areas suited for intense recreational 
facilities, such as athletic complexes, large swimming pools. May be an area of natural 
quality for outdoor recreation, such as walking, viewing, sitting, picnicking. May be any 
combination of the above, depending upon site suitability and community need.

Service Area Several neighborhoods. 1-to-2-mile radius.
Desirable Size 25+ acres
Acres per 1,000 Population 5 to 8 acres per 1,000 population

Desirable Site 
Characteristics

May include natural features such as water bodies and areas suited for intense 
development. Easily accessible to neighborhoods served.

Community Parks near Lake 
Charter Township Baroda Township Park

Regional Park Preserve

Use

Area of natural quality for nature-oriented outdoor recreation such as viewing and 
studying nature, wildlife habitat, conservation, swimming, picnicking, hiking, fishing, 
boating, camping, and trail uses. May include active play areas. Generally, 80% of the 
land is reserved for conservation and natural resource management with less than 20% 
used for recreation development.

Service Area Several communities. 1 hour driving time.

Desirable Size 1,000+ acres; sufficient area to encompass the resource to be preserved and managed.

Acres per 1,000 Population Variable
Desirable Site 
Characteristics

Diverse or unique natural resources such as lakes, streams, marshes, flora, fauna, and 
topography.

Regional Park Preserves 
near Lake Charter Township

Warren Dune State Park

Grand Mere State Park
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Systems Planning
Conducting a survey can also help determine a community’s needs when using the systems planning approach to park 
and recreation development. The community survey was conducted during the fall of 2021. The results of the survey 
are found in the Appendix. Based on the results of the survey, the following highlighted issues and results were used to 
guide the development of the goals, objectives, and action plan. 

 » Respondents indicated that parks, trails, and open 
spaces were very important to their household’s 
quality of life.

 » Respondents indicated that the top three benefits 
of parks and recreation in the Township were to 
provide opportunities to enjoy nature/outdoors, 
provide athletic spaces and opportunities, and 
improve health and wellness.

 » Maintaining the existing park was the most 
important way to continue to provide park and 
recreation facilities for respondents.

 » A majority of respondents indicated that they 
use the Park at least several times a month, 
demonstrating that this is a community feature that 
residents enjoy and value.

 » Respondents indicated that they support having 
safe places to walk and bike in the Township, as 
this was the top amenity desired by respondents. 

Respondents provided numerous comments 
on the desire for a place to walk, bike, hike, and 
would like bike lanes, natural trails, paved trails, 
and/or mountain bike trails. Specifically, having 
a nonmotorized trail that provides a connection 
between Lake Charter Township and the City of 
Bridgman was important to respondents. 

 » There were many comments on wanting a dog-
friendly recreation space like a dog park or place to 
walk a dog.

 » Other amenities that respondents desired include 
playground equipment for younger children, picnic 
pavilions, a fishing pond, a pickleball court, a skate 
park, a pony ball field, and a splash pad. 

 » There were some comments on increasing 
accessibility to the Park. Options included by a 
non-motorized connection or providing transit from 
local senior centers to the Park.
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Parks and Recreation 
Analysis
Combining the results of the survey and park metrics 
comparison, supporting the growth, development, and 
maintenance of the Lake Charter Township Park is an 
important way to continue to meet the recreational needs 
of the community. 

Public Meeting and Plan 
Adoption
Following preparation of the Plan, citizens were provided 
an adequate opportunity (at least 30 days) to review and 
comment on the plan prior to the official recommendation 
by the Lake Charter Park Committee and adoption by the 
Lake Charter Township Board.

A draft of the Plan was submitted to the Lake Charter Park 
Committee and staff for their review and comments. A 
notice was published in the local newspaper (The Herald 
Palladium) on December 14, 2021, notifying the public of 
the availability of the Plan to provide them the opportunity 
to review and comment. The Plan was available for public 
review at the Township Hall and website. Suggestions 
received to improve the Plan were incorporated into the 
document, which was then revised and finalized.

The Lake Charter Township Board adopted the Plan on 
January 18, 2022.
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Chapter 6 
Goals & Objectives

Considering community input and the existing conditions of Lake Charter Township, the following goals and 
objectives were developed to form the foundation of the Plan. The goals are intended to help the community aspire to 
accomplishing big ideas. The goal statements are general, and are considered attainable through focused efforts. The 
objective statements are more specific and may be regarded as milestones to achieving the goal.

 » Goal 1. Nonmotorized Users
Create a network of nonmotorized facilities that enables Township residents and visitors to move and recreate in 
their community safely. 

a. Identify, design, and develop a trail that connects Lake Charter Township with the City of Bridgman that 
accommodates users of all ages and abilities.

b. Develop dedicated trails in the Township as well as the Township Park to address community recreation and 
safety needs.  

c. Coordinate with the Berrien County Road Department and the Michigan Department of Transportation to 
ensure that roads with wide shoulders are built to accommodate nonmotorized users. 

d. Ensure all facilities are designed and built to be ADA accessible and strive for universal design.
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 » Goal 2. Enhance Township Character
The Township Park will be well maintained and 
enhance the community’s character through the 
stewardship of natural resources and community 
needs.

a. Keep the existing recreational facilities at the 
Township Park in good condition for users of 
all ages and abilities. 

b. Consider the desires of the community as new 
facilities are installed. 

c. Maintain a current Recreation Plan that 
supports the improvement of the Township’s 
quality of life.

 » Goal 3. Accessibility
Lake Charter Township Park and recreational 
facilities will be accessible to all residents and 
visitors.  

a. Ensure that park improvements improve ADA 
compliance, and pursue universal design, 
when possible, for the safety and enjoyment 
of facilities by all ages and abilities.

b. Provide accessible access to all sport fields, 
playground areas, and picnic shelters. 

c. Install wayfinding signage to help improve 
navigation within the Park. 

d. Pursue funding opportunities for park 
development, including the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Trust Fund, 
Passport Recreation Grant Program, and the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund.
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Chapter 7 
Action 
Program

The following section details the strategic actions and the general direction that Lake Charter 
Township will take to maintain and improve the park and recreation facilities and programs in 
the community. A description of each action is provided to indicate a basis for action, identify 
relevant goals, and provide a plan for such action. In addition, strategic actions should meet with 
all ADA requirements, where appropriate. Although a five-year time period will not be sufficient to 
accomplish all of the goals and objectives, the action program is intended to prioritize projects that 
may be achievable within five years.

The recommendations in the section are intended to be flexible and the following list of projects 
is not exhaustive. Future circumstances, such as funding and available opportunities, will likely 
influence the time and duration of projects. The following recommended actions are based on 
the input received from the community survey, Lake Charter Township officials and staff, and an 
inventory of existing conditions.

24
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Trails
One of the most common reoccurring comments in the survey was the desire for a safe place to walk, bike, or use a 
wheelchair. Respondents wanted bike trails, walking trails, trails in natural areas, trails in the Township Park, trails to 
the Township Park, trails that accommodated the mobility impaired, bike lanes, and a place to walk dogs. There is an 
overwhelming desire for this kind of facility in the Township. 

Trails can be a destination and provide a connection between places in a community. Trails can be a great way for 
people to exercise and increase their well-being. Trails can provide opportunities for friends to meet for a social 
walk. People can take their dogs for a walk or run. Families can enjoy the trail together biking, scooting, or rolling. 
The mobility impaired can use trails for transportation or recreation. Future events could even be held at a trail that 
provides a common place for the community to gather and celebrate. The Bridgman High School varsity cross country 
team also uses Lake Charter Township Park as their home course for meets.

Consideration should be made to develop trails that would address the desires of the community. There is a desire 
to provide nonmotorized connections throughout the community especially between the Township and the City 
of Bridgman. The paved road that winds throughout the Township Park provides a flat, continuous route that some 
people currently use for walking and running. However, having a separate, paved path would provide a safe facility that 
people of all ages and abilities could use. 
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Lake Charter Township 
Park Improvements 
The Township Park is a popular recreational destination 
in the area, and should continue to be the focus of 
the recreation activity within the Township. Being 50 
acres in size, there is ample land for the large variety 
of amenities available within the Park’s boundaries. 
Some of the assets would benefit from improvements 
to provide increased enjoyment and use, and the 
community survey provided insight into the types of 
improvements desired. There is also interest in keeping 
the Park open in the winter time to enjoy the cold-
weather recreation activities. Township leadership also 
recognizes the need to continue to maintain and grow 
the recreational amenities offered by the township. 
Emphasis should be on upgrading and maintaining 
structures. 

The Plan recognizes that improvements are often 
coordinated with available funding and that all 
recommended improvements may not be achievable 
within the next five years. Completion of many of the 
projects may be limited by budgeting constraints. The 
following improvements are recommended based 
on current park popularity, recreation opportunities, 
existing conditions, and public input.

Township Park

 » Renovation of concession stands that 
serve sport courts/fields/courses

 » Install accessible playground 
equipment for younger children

 » Renovate pony ball field

 » Renovate/update park grills

 » Determine and open a location that 
is dog-friendly

 » Install pickleball courts 

 » Install wayfinding signage 

 » Install exercise equipment

 » Consider installation of a splash pad
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Recreation for All 
Ages & Stages
Though the Township Park offers a 
variety of athletic fields and playground 
equipment, survey respondents 
indicated that there could be more 
offered for children and for older adults. 
Pickleball was a desired activity. One of 
the fastest-growing sports in the country, 
this activity is relatively simple to learn, 
and can be played by people across a 
range of ages and abilities. Providing a 
facility to accommodate pickleball would 
be valuable and address a desire of the 
community.

Providing additional playscapes for 
younger children was a preference 
indicated by many respondents. 
Installing a facility that meets ADA 
requirements and/or universal design 
standards would allow for more inclusive 
assets in the Park. There was also support 
for a splash pad. With many families 
living in the Lake Charter Township 
area, having a variety of activities for 
children will help attract visitors and 
retain residents. Township leaders should 
continue to explore the best ways to 
meet the community’s needs while 
responsibly using its resources.

Table 7.1 Park and Recreation Action Program

Improvement Relates to 
Goal Priority

Trail

Develop & install paved trail to connect 
Lake Charter Township to City of Bridgman 1,3 High

Develop & install a nature trail 1,2 Medium

Park & Recreation Improvements

Install accessible playground equipment for 
younger children 3 High

Identify a location that is open to dogs 2 Medium
Install a pickleball court 3 Medium
Install wayfinding signage 3 Low
Install exercise equipment 2 Low
Consider installation of a splash pad 3 Low

Maintenance

Renovation of concession stands that the 
baseball/softball fields at the Township Park 2 High

Renovate pony ball field 2 Medium
Renovate/update park grills 2 Medium
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Lake Charter Township Park and Recreation Plan 
Community Survey Results Report 
Lake Charter Township Parks Committee Meeting 
November 10, 2021 

INTRODUCTION 

In October 2021, the Lake Charter Township Park and Recreation Plan Community 
Survey was issued to gather public input on the state of park and recreation 
amenities and programs in the Township. There were 461 responses to the survey, 
which provide quantifiable data to help inform the goals and information in the plan. 
The following are the results of the survey. 

RESULTS 

1. Do you live in Lake Charter Township?   

Answer Choices Responses 
Yes 67.3% 308 
No 31.7% 145 
Not sure 1.1% 5 
If you do not live in Lake Charter Township 
please indicate where you live. 

 
131 

Answered 458 
Skipped 3 

Other Responses 

1. Buchanan 
2. City of Bridgman  
3. 4233 Post Court 
4. Three Oaks  

6
7.

3%

31
.7

%

1.1
%

Yes No Not sure
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5. Baroda Twp property owner Lake Twp 
6. Buchanan 
7. Eau Claire 
8. Bridgman 
9. Stevensville 
10. City of Bridgman 
11. Baroda Township 
12. Lincoln Township 
13. Bridgman city 
14. Baroda Township 
15. 11567 Snow Rd 
16. Oronoko 
17. Oronoko 
18. City of Bridgman 
19. Chikaming 
20. Glendora Buchanan 
21. Baroda  
22. Live in Sawyer 
23. Bridgman 
24. 3568 lemon creek road  
25. Sawyer  
26. Sawyer 
27. City of Bridgman 
28. Berrien Springs 
29. Coloma Township 
30. Sawyer 
31. Oronoko Twp 
32. Bridgman City Limits  
33. City of Bridgman 
34. City of Bridgman 
35. City of Bridgman  
36. 4629 Hickory Drive 
37. Bridgman 
38. Benton Township 
39. Stevensville, Lincoln Twp 
40. Benton Harbor  
41. Bridgman 
42. City of Bridgman  
43. City of Bridgman 
44. Baroda Township. But own a business in Lake Charter & kids go to Bridgman 

schools.  
45. Bridgman 
46. Baroda 
47. Berrien Springs 
48. Barida 
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49. Bridgman City 
50. Baroda 
51. Three oaks 
52. Bridgman  
53. Bridgman  
54. Bridgman  
55. Sawyer 
56. City of Bridgman  
57. Bridgman  
58. City of Bridgman 
59. City of Bridgman  
60. Bridgman  
61. City of Bridgman  
62. city of Bridgman 
63. Saint Joseph Township  
64. Baroda  
65. Bridgman City 
66. Chikaming 
67. City of Bridgman 
68. Bridgman 
69. St Joseph township 
70. Bridgman 
71. City of Bridgman  
72. Bridgman 
73. Bridgman  
74. Bridgman  
75. City of Bridgman  
76. City of Bridgman 
77. Niles township  
78. City of Bridgman 
79. Three Oaks 
80. Baroda Township 
81. Bridgman 
82. Bridgman 
83. City of Bridgman 
84. South Bend, IN 
85. Berrien Springs 
86. Bridgman city  
87. Bridgman 
88. Bridgman 
89. CIty of Bridgman 
90. Chickamauga Township 
91. City of Bridgman 
92. Berrien Springs 
93. City of Bridgman  
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94. City of Bridgman 
95. Lincoln Township 
96. Bridgman  
97. City of Bridgman  
98. Bridgman  
99. Baroda 

100. Chikaming 
101. Buchanan twp 
102. Chikaming 
103. St. Joseph, MI 
104. Bridgman City 
105. Sawyer 
106. just down thr road from park 
107. City of Bridgman 
108. Bridgman  
109. City of Bridgman 
110. Weesaw Township  
111. Bridgman 
112. baroda township own property in lake 
113. Village of Baroda 
114. Chikaming Township  
115. Bridgman city limits 
116. Bridgman 
117. Bridgman  
118. Bridgman City 
119. Sawyer  
120. City of Bridgman  
121. Bridgman  
122. Baroda 
123. Bridgman, Mi 
124. Bridgman 
125. City of Bridgman 
126. long time Lincoln Township resident 
127. Bridgman City 
128. Bridgman City 
129. St. Joseph Charter Twp 
130. New Buffalo 
131. Lincoln Township 
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2. What is your age?  

Answer Choices Responses 
Under 18 1.1% 5 
18 to 24 0.9% 4 
25 to 34 10.6% 49 
35 to 44 24.3% 112 
45 to 54 20.8% 96 
55 to 64 20.0% 92 
65 to 74 15.4% 71 
75 or older 6.9% 32 
Answered 461 
Skipped 0 

 

3. Who in your household is the most active user of parks?  

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Choices Responses 
Myself 20.3% 93 
Another adult in my household 3.9% 18 
Children 12.9% 59 
Our whole family 56.9% 261 
No one in my household uses parks 6.1% 28 
Answered 459 
Skipped 2 

1.1
%

0
.9
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.6

%
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.3

%

20
.8

%

20
.0

%

15
.4

%

6
.9

%

Under 18 18 to 24 25 to 34 35 to 44 45 to 54 55 to 64 65 to 74 75 or older
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4. How important are parks, trails, and open space to you and/or your household's 
quality of life? (Scale of 1 Not Important – 3 Very Important.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Choices Responses 
Very important 70.1% 303 
Somewhat important 26.6% 115 
Not important 3.2% 14 
No opinion 0% 0 
Weighted Average 2.67 
Answered 432 
Skipped 29 

20
.3

%

3.
9

%

12
.9

%

56
.9

%

6
.1%

Myself Another adult
in my

household

Children Our whole
family

No one in my
household uses

parks

70.1%

26.6%

3.2% 0.0%

Very important 

Somewhat important 

No opinion Not important 
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5. Which of the following benefits of parks and recreation are most important to 
you? (Please select your top three.) 

Answer Choices Responses 
Provide opportunities to enjoy nature/outdoors 82.1% 357 
Provide athletic space and opportunities 46.7% 203 
Improve health and wellness 45.8% 199 
Protect the natural environmental and wildlife 38.9% 169 
Connect to or use a trail network 28.3% 123 
Connect people, build stronger families 25.5% 111 
Enhance community image and sense of place 21.6% 94 
Help seniors and physically-challenged people remain active 18.4% 80 
Provide outdoor winter activities (snowmobiling, cross country 
skiing, etc.) 14.7% 64 

Improve property values 10.8% 47 
Other (please specify) 4.4% 19 
Answered 435 
Skipped 26 

Other Responses 

1. Being able to rent for family reunions, parties, etc 
2. A safe place for the kids to run and play 
3. Watching my grandchild play & be happy 
4. Rental pavilions 
5. Bike Trails & Dog Parks  
6. Nothing 

4.4%

10.8%

14.7%

18.4%

21.6%

25.5%

28.3%

38.9%

45.8%

46.7%

82.1%

Other (please specify)

Improve property values

Provide outdoor winter activities (snowmobiling,…

Help seniors and physically-challenged people…

Enhance community image and sense of place

Connect people, build stronger families

Connect to or use a trail network

Protect the natural environmental and wildlife

Improve health and wellness

Provide athletic space and opportunities

Provide opportunities to enjoy nature/outdoors
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7. I am a big supporter of trail and connectivity in Berrien County. We have a 
huge lack of trails. 

8. Open the Livingston rd to nature walk.  Stop the deer hunting John Gast is 
allowing to his close friends by giving personal permission  

9. Playground and spaces for children to enjoy 
10. Something for the kids beside all the bars and winery's!!! 
11. Connecting is the BIG idea for me county and SWMI wide 
12. how about an outdoor ice rink just flood an area no big buildings plz 
13. Provide places to exercise dogs 
14. Space for children to play 
15. Playground equipment  
16. All of the above 
17. Disc golf  
18. Provide facilities so family and friends can get together for special occasions 

and picnics. 
19. Playground equipment 

 

6. How important are the following in improving the park and recreation facilities 
in Lake Charter Township? (Scale of 1 Not Important – 3 Very Important.) 

Answer Choices Very 
Important 

Somewhat 
Important 

Not 
Important 

No 
Opinion 

Total Score 

Developing new 
parks and 
facilities 

33.7% 

(146) 

50.1% 

(217) 

12.9% 

(56) 

3.2% 

(14) 
433 2.14 

Maintaining 
existing parks and 
facilities 

88.0% 

(382) 

10.6% 

(46) 

0.7% 

(3) 

0.7% 

(3) 
434 2.86 

Acquiring land for 
future parks 

24.6% 

(106) 

48.7% 

(210) 

21.8% 

(94) 

4.9% 

(21) 
431 1.93 

Increasing 
accessibility for all 
abilities 

53.0% 

(228) 

38.6% 

(166) 

4.9% 

(21) 

3.5% 

(15) 
430 2.41 

Developing a 
multi-use trail 
system 

48.2% 

(208) 

39.6% 

(171) 

9.5% 

(41) 

2.8% 

(12) 
432 2.33 

Preserving 
natural areas 

64.6% 

(277) 

30.1% 

(129) 

4.9% 

(21) 

0.5% 

(2) 
429 2.59 
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Other Responses 

1. Updating facilities, playgrounds, bathrooms,  
2. We need a dog park somewhere.. So many people have dogs and it would be 

nice to have a place. 
3. Disc Golf 
4. Bike Trails  and Dog Parks  
5. Safety/visibility on trails. When walking alone on more secluded trails, as a 

woman I feel vulnerable and insecure. Safety features would be a huge benefit. 
6. To have a winter use facility 
7. Providing dog friendly spaces 
8. Splash pad would be a great addition for many 
9. Biking Trails off the road 
10. We need a splash pad at Lake Township Park 
11. Handicap accessible  
12. Allow pets to exercise their owners and allow others to see people's pets 
13. Installing some biking trails 

 

Other (please 
specify) 

    13  

Answered 436 

Skipped 25 

2.14

2.86

1.93

2.41

2.33

2.59

Developing new parks and facilities

Maintaining existing park

Acquiring land for future parks

Increasing accessibility for all abilities

Developing a trail system

Preserving natural areas
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7. Would you or anyone in your household benefit from the addition of parks, trails, 
and/or recreation facilities in Lake Charter Township? 

Answer Choices Responses 
Yes 66.8% 290 
Maybe 25.1% 109 
No 5.5% 24 
No opinion 2.5% 11 
Answered 434 
Skipped 27 

 

8. How often do you use the Lake Charter Township Park?' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer Choices Responses 
Frequently (once a week or more) 14.7% 64 
Often (2-3 times a month) 35.6% 155 
Sometimes (a few times each year) 36.8% 160 
Rarely (less than once a year) 7.6% 33 
Never 5.3% 23 
Weighted Average 2.53 
Answered 435 
Skipped 26 

6
6

.8
%

25
.1%

5.
5%

2.
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Yes Maybe No No opinion

14.7%

35.6%36.8%

7.6%
5.3%

Often Sometimes 

Frequently 
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Never 
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9. If you do not currently use park in Lake Charter Township, what is the reason? 
(Please select all that apply.) 

Answer Choices Responses 
I use the State Park(s) 32.4% 47 
Other 27.6% 40 
I use parks in other townships/cities 25.5% 37 
Not interested / no time 16.6% 24 
I don’t know what’s available 11.7% 17 
Lack of facilities 8.3% 12 
Too far away, not conveniently located 8.3% 12 
I don’t know where it is 6.2% 9 
Poorly maintained 3.5% 5 
I can't access it because I can't get there 1.4% 2 
Answered 145 
Skipped 316 

 

Other Responses 

1. Use Weko Beach 
2. Lack of time 
3. Spend alot of time at Weko Beach 
4. No trails!! 
5. No reason 
6. No dogs allowed 
7. Doesn't have walking trail to use all year around. 

1.4%

3.5%

6.2%

8.3%

8.3%

11.7%

16.6%

25.5%

27.6%

32.4%

I can't access it because I can't get there

Poorly maintained

I don’t know where it is

Lack of facilities

Too far away, not conveniently located

I don’t know what’s available

Not interested / no time

I use parks in other townships/cities

Other

I use the State park(s)
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8. More or less personal scheduling is the issue.  Not that we are not interested. 
9. We use the parks multiple times a week 
10. Walk my dog near the house 
11. Not enough time in my day 
12. Basketball courts!! 
13. Does not provide the facility I would like.  Such as a Pickle Ball court or 

Basketball court. 
14. The pony field needs attention bad!!!!!! 
15. Can’t use both dog and kid park at same time.  
16. There's no dogs allowed. I've never even taken a walk there because of this and 

I live less than a mile away.  
17. It's trashed with broken parts nit very kid friendly or safe. 
18. I would use it more if dogs were allowed  
19. I am not interested in a "developed" park.  I am interested in nature 

experiences, trails, dunes, the Lake Michigan beach, forests. 
20. Does not allow dogs, even on leash 
21. I use the beach 
22. We have a home in Bridgman and Lake Charter Township Park is just to far. 

Please improve parks in the Bridgman town area so residents can enjoy parks 
without having to drive far away to Lake Charter Township Park.  

23. Family used the parks and school playgrounds when they lived here. My 
spouse and I are in the habit of attending a health club. 

24. We go to Weko Beach for walks 
25. I used it when our daughter was small.  Now we go to Weko or Livingston Road 

beach. 
26. Not pet friendly 
27. Just moved into Sawyer 
28. COVID  
29. We use parks for xc skiing 
30. I just haven't thought about it lately. My children are grown and my 

grandchildren live in Florida. 
31. Seniors, unable to walk without help.  Used the current park when our children 

were small. 
32. Would use more if had sidewalks to connect 
33. Children are grown and therefore our use is limited 
34. I use the parks 
35. Son cannot ride his bike there - unsafe 
36. Will not allow son to ride it bike there 
37. I use other community parks as Lake Township hates dogs and does not allow 

them at THEIR parks 
38. Dogs are not allowed. It would be nice to be able to walk dog around the park 

since most of the Township area doesn't have sidewalks 
39. I Don’t have kids in sports 
40. Just learned about it 
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10. Which groups do you feel are under-served by current recreation services and 
amenities? Please check all that apply. 

Answer Choices Responses 
Preschoolers and toddlers (under 5) 9.9% 40 
Elementary school aged children (5-9) 6.2% 25 
Adolescents (10-18) 15.3% 62 
Young adults (19-30) 13.3% 54 
Adults 14.8% 60 
Seniors (62+) 24.2% 98 
People with disabilities 19.5% 79 
People with a low income 3.2% 13 
None; I feel all groups are adequately served 45.7% 185 
Other (please specify) 6.4% 26 
Answered 405 
Skipped 56 

 

 

Other Responses 

1. Dog owners 
2. NA 
3. Can you bus in the people that live in the senior centers to get outside? 
4. Pet owners 
5. Bikes and dogs  
6. Don't care 
7. Nature walk on Livingston has not been taken care of for years.  
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8. I wonder about the safety of some of the playground equipment  
9. Kids in general don't have anything to do in this town because we cater to all 

the alcoholics in the area over the children. 
10. I feel there are significant opportunities for improvement across age and 

income demographics  
11. Not sure  
12. None 
13. Not sure 
14. People with dogs 
15. No opinion 
16. I don't know 
17. People who enjoy biking 
18. I don't know. We moved to Bridgman after retiring 5 years ago and I don't 

know much about the parks. 
19. New to area so cannot answer 
20. Tennis courts 
21. No opinion 
22. I think we need more walking trails and sidewalks! 
23. Pet owners 
24. Children 8-12 grandchildren were not challenged w/playground 
25. People with dogs 
26. Dogs 

 

11. How adequately do you feel that the community is served by area programming 
(camps, sports leagues, outdoor education, etc.)? 

Answer Choices Responses 
Very adequately 9.3% 38 
Adequately 38.6% 158 
Somewhat adequately  40.1% 164 
Inadequately 11.0% 45 
Very inadequately 1.0% 4 
Weighted Average 3.44 
Answered  409 
Skipped  52 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.3%

38.6%40.1%

11.0%

1.0%

AdequatelySomewhat adequately

Very adequatelyInadequately

Very inadequately
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12. How important is pedestrian connectivity (sidewalks, trails, pathways, crossings, 
etc.) to you and/or your household? 

Answer Choices Responses 
Very important 59.0% 250 
Somewhat important 30.4% 129 
Not important  9.2% 39 
No opinion 1.4% 6 
Weighted Average 2.47 
Answered  424 
Skipped  37 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Responses 

1. Pedestrian & bike trail along Red Arrow Hwy  
2. To keep pedestrians off roadway of cars + inside the park 
3. We need a walking/biking trail down Gast road from town to the park. 
4. I love walking! 
5. Disc Golf 
6. It would be great to have sidewalks that connect to downtown Bridgman for 

access to Weko Beach 
7. With the exclusion of the linear park. That is a waste of money that will 

primarily be used for the tourists.  
8. We share a car & bike there but if feels unsafe to do so without a bike path 
9. I feel a path, sidewalk, or widened road shoulder is needed to connect BHS and 

LTP.  Currently, it is unsafe to walk along Gast Rd due to heavy, high speed 
traffic 

10. Trails only; no desire for sidewalls 
11. We need bike trails in this area! 

59.0%

30.4%

9.2%

1.4%

Very important 

Somewhat important 

Not important 

Not Opinion 
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12. Not sure I know what this means. 
13. It would be nice to walk from my house to town, but not safe now-sidewalks 

would change my life 
14. We need more, encourage more walking 

 

13. How important is having a nonmotorized trail that provides a connection 
between the Lake Charter Township Park and the City of Bridgman? 

Answer Choices Responses 
Very important 44.9% 171 
Somewhat important 33.6% 128 
Not important  16.8% 64 
No opinion 4.7% 18 
Weighted Average 2.19 
Answered  381 
Skipped  80 

 

 

 

Other Responses 

1. Pedestrian & bike trail along Red Arrow Hwy 
2. WE NEED THIS!!! 
3. Very, very important---would allow residents to take advantage of our beautiful 

area; speed limit on current roads in Lake Township make riding and walking 
in streets dangerous 

4. Safe Bike trails would be great for our community (both city and townships) 
5. It is dangerous for youth and adults to bike or walk to the park on Gast rd 

without shoulders. The park is used by numerous youth participating in the 

44.9%

33.6%

16.8%

4.7%

Very important

Somewhat important

Not important

No Opinion
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athletics held there. This would give safe access to schools and all of the 
Bridgman area.  

6. I still do not understand why are area--LT and the surrounding--have not 
caught on to a growing need for a bike culture. Go up north and see the 
commerce generated by bikers. We NEED that here. That's what young 
families like to do--road biking and MTB.  

7. Great idea! 
8. Make a bike lane on Gast Rd and SLOW DOWN THE TRAFFIC. 35 mph should 

be the max.  
9. Through woods yes, along road no 

 

14. What current parks and recreation amenities, facilities, and services are you 
most interested in? (Please select your top three.) 

Answer Choices Responses 
A place to walk/run 72.8% 305 
Picnic pavilions 48.0% 201 
Children's play equipment 44.2% 185 
Organized athletic programs 28.2% 118 
Baseball/softball fields 18.4% 77 
Soccer fields 17.0% 71 
Disc golf course 15.3% 64 
Other (please specify) 10.5% 44 
I'm not interested in any current 
recreation amenities, facilities, or services. 3.3% 14 

Answered 419 
Skipped 42 

3.3%

10.5%

15.3%

17.0%

18.4%

28.2%

44.2%

48.0%

72.8%

I'm not interested in any current recreation
amenities, facilities, or services

Other (please specify)

Disc golf course

Soccer fields

Baseball/softball fields

Organized athletic programs

Children's play equipment

Picnic pavilions

A place to walk/run
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Other Responses 

1. Place to take my dog 
2. T 
3. Pickleball 
4. Horseshoe pits  
5. Pickleball courts 
6. Organized activities for kids 
7. Pavilions with ceiling fans?  Lake/fishing, Gazebo, Bathrooms 
8. Miniature golf 
9. Paths for bike riding 
10. Hiking opposed to walking with varying elevations 
11. Nature trails 
12. A splash pad for summer cooling off 
13. Paved bike paths 
14. I would like a dog park with equipment  
15. Mountain bike trails 
16. Pickleball courts 
17. Bike trails and dog park  
18. Green space 
19. Fishing pond 
20. Football field  
21. Fishing pond  
22. Places for kids to safely play and hangout. 
23. Better equipped for those with walking disabilities  
24. Splash Pad 
25. https://www.presspubs.com/osceola/news/omc-officially-opens-fitness-

trail/article_fcaeacba-3db5-11e4-a2b4-afd56efdcd8a.html 
26. Don’t use lake township parks  
27. Dogs being allowed, even if it’s on leash 
28. Exercise equipment like pull up bars 
29. A place to walk with dog 
30. New to area 
31. We need bike trails! 
32. Viewing nature — plants & birds 
33. Outdoor volleyball court 
34. bike trails 
35. A place to bike 
36. Pet areas 
37. bike trails 
38. We have tons of acreage please please give a little space for those who walk 

their dog as part of their fitness program.  
39. Mountain bike trails 
40. Need mountain bike trails  
41. pickle ball courts 
42. Fishing 
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43. Bike paths  
44. Bike trails 

 

15. What future parks and recreation amenities, facilities, and services are you most 
interested in? (Please select your top five.) 

Answer Choices Responses 
Dog park 35.2% 149 
Paved Trails 52.7% 223 
Unpaved Trails 44.2% 187 
Cross country ski trails 20.1% 85 
Mountain biking courses/trails 25.5% 108 
Pickleball court 21.0% 89 
Basketball court 14.0% 59 
Splash pad 42.6% 180 
Outdoor education program 20.3% 86 
Trailhead with restroom facilities 42.6% 180 
Snowmobile trails 4.5% 19 
Exercise equipment/stations 25.3% 107 
Outdoor movie night 27.4% 116 
Enclosed, heated community room/center 28.4% 120 
I'm not interested in any new recreation amenities, 
facilities, or services 3.8% 16 

Other (please specify) 5.9% 25 
Answered 423 
Skipped 38 

3.8%
4.5%

5.9%
14.0%

20.1%
20.3%
21.0%

25.3%
25.5%

27.4%
28.4%

35.2%
42.6%
42.6%

44.2%
52.7%

I'm not interested in any new recreation amenities,…
Snowmobile trails

Other (please specify)
Basketball court

Cross country ski trails
Outdoor education program

Pickleball court
Exercise equipment/stations

Mountain biking courses/trails
Outdoor movie night

Enclosed, heated community room/center
Dog park

Splash pad
Trailhead with restroom facilities

Unpaved Trails
Paved Trails
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Other Responses 

1. Update outdoor grills 
2. fireplace already meets this need.  Also need a solid drive to get wood to 

fireplace - can be paved or stones. 
3. Miniature golf 
4. Tennis Courts 
5. Bike trail leading to the park 
6. skate park / pump track 
7. Skate park 
8. A skate park please! 
9. Shaded play areas for kids, more park equipment for really young children 
10. Splash Pad 
11. Indoor facility would be nice for floor hockey/soccer/ or other sports that could 

keep kids busy 
12.  New Buffalo township park is a wonderful example of a great park. It 

accommodates many age groups  
13. Maintain what we have do not expand any parks!!! 
14. Skate Park 
15. Lighting for some of the sports fields. 
16. Outdoor community pool 
17. outdoor ice rink just frozen water no ice machines 
18. Bike trails 
19. A place for kids to hang out after school.  
20. Not sure yet 
21. Camping  
22. Outdoor Volleyball court! Please! 
23. Dune facilities to protect the environment 
24. Fishing access. 
25. Bike paths 

 

16. Comments 

1. Take a look at Veterans Park near Montevallo Alabama. 
2. Lovely job so far.  Good to have this survey.  Thank you. 
3. Township park is beautiful and well maintained. Would love dog park there as 

well as pickleball court and exercise stations. 
4. I would LOVE to see additional running trails!!  
5. Connect bike & Pedestrian trails along Red Arrow Hwy north & South... 
6. Love the open the land in our area.  Don't want the community to grow too 

much.  Keep as much nature as possible.  Bike trails would be great-Red Arrow 
is dangerous.  It's a beautiful area-we LOVE it! 

7. update the grills 
8. It's a very clean + welcoming place to have get togethers 
9. Our park is very well taken care of.  (Thank you) 
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10. It would be great to have the walking/running/biking trails like they have in the 
South Haven and Grand Haven areas 

11. I would love for dogs to be welcomed at the park on a leash. We spend so 
many days each year for baseball, softball, and soccer at the park and would 
love to have the option to bring our dog.  

12. I love Lake Township park but I would love for the play equipment to be more 
regularly sprayed for bees and wasp nests and to have curse word graffiti 
checked and cleaned off of kids play equipment more frequently. The pavilions 
are always clean and beautiful though! 

13. SPLASH PAD!!! 
14. Please build a paved trail from Lake Township Park to downtown Bridgman 

traveling down Gast Road. So many people walk on/ride bikes on the road 
which is fairly dangerous due to cars.  

15. I think the park is great but I wish there was better equipment for smaller kids. 
I have a 2 year old and while she can play on the play equipment now it's not 
exactly the safest because it's all designed for kids that are older and there are 
alot of things she cannot play on. She is mainly just going down smaller slides 
and getting on the swings. She still loves it and has fun but I wish there was 
something a little more friendly for real young kids.  

16. We need people to head designing committees… 
17. Appreciate your asking for community input. 
18. I'd like to see that people are able to walk their dog on the paved road with 

doggy bags available. I would like to see a nonmotorized trail down Red Arrow 
connecting to Warren Dunes and connecting to future trails north and south. 

19. Our park is lovely, and it seems very under-utilized.  Perhaps programming to 
take advantage of what exists already may be better than investing more 
money in a park that few folks seem to use.  

20. "Splash pad, Disc golf, Pickleball PLEASE :-)" 
21. Please consider the addition of a pickleball court and basketball court.  
22. Think the park is very nice - I grew up in Lake Township, live in Coloma now, 

but kids go to Bridgman schools.  My personal opinion - I'd rather have a well 
kept current park system over a non-well kept newer/bigger park system.   

23. . 
24. Skate/bike park 
25. A safe bike trail would be great, since the back roads aren't always the best to 

ride on.  It would be great if each city could have connecting bike trails paved 
to be used in the warmer weather and used as cross country tails in the winter. 
South Bend has done a very nice job. Get people out of the house and moving" 

26. Use this money for something else. 
27. I love ltp! It provides so much diversity for people using it. It is very well 

maintained and constantly being improved. Kudos to the board and 
committee in there leadership and vision. A trail to the park is #1 for me. It will 
allow many more to access the park safely and get some much needed 
exercise and fresh air! Thanks for asking! 
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28. First, the baseball fields need a major overhaul. Out of all the parks the little 
leagues visit, ours is the most dilapidated. It needs new concession facilities 
and major maintenance on the fields, a nice bathroom near the fields. Second, 
as mentioned above, our area needs more biking opportunities for families and 
adults, see Chikaming and Andrews trails OR the Van Buren trail that connects 
a state park to South Haven.  

29. I would love a bike and or a walking trail to the park. I feel like making a loop 
from the City of Bridgman side walks on California, then turn down snow road. 
After that go down Gast road to the city limits. I feel like this would open up 
the park to so many more people by allowing a safe area to walk or bike to it. 
With how narrow these roads are it’s not safe for me to walk or bike there with 
my children.  

30. I don't live in Lake Township but love the park. Have been there for school cross 
country meets. 

31. We need a really nice skatepark like Niles and St. Joe, and we would like an r/c 
track for remote control off-road racing like R/C Funpark in Granger. 

32. The Disc Golf course is the best in the area and the recent improvements made 
by the League players are incredible!   

33. The preservation and thoughtful use of land/space should be be thought of in 
combination with all infrastructure and growth opportunities within the 
community 

34. Maintenance of current parks is very good. 
35. Livingston rd property and lake access.  Need attention.   
36. I'd like to see the Township parks leadership be more interactive with the 

Weko Beach leadership. Weko Beach was a mess this summer. The trails from 
Weko into Warren Dunes are a DISASTER and have been for several years. It has 
severely hampered my ability to hike in the dune shoreline. If there is grant 
money available I'd like to see it go to restore the hiking trails behind Weko, 
particularly along Tanner Creek, before we invest in a linear park. The loss of 
trees and loss of a lane of traffic on Red Arrow Hwy is not a win for local people. 
The work everyone has done to bring up Lake Township Park has been very 
successful. Congratulations! It's been so successful that the traffic on Gast Rd. 
has quadrupled in recent years. Every time I see anyone riding a bike or 
walking down Gast to the park, I cringe. There are a handful of drivers who 
drive excessively fast on Gast and a LOT of drivers who don't yield to any kind of 
pedestrian presence.. like when I pick up my mail! I would like to see a traffic 
survey done by the county and the speed limit dropped to 35 mph.Believe me, 
this will be a pain for me but I'll take it to slow the traffic on this busy road that 
used to be quiet and rural. If (and only if) the speed limit is dropped, a bike 
lane along Gast to the park would be nice. What ever happened to the beach 
access at Livingston Rd? Could it be developed into a primitive hiking area? 
Weko has gotten so busy I don't even try to visit in the peak summer months. 
Please, no trails for snowmobiles, atv's or other noisy, disruptive sports. We've 
got enough of that already. With any new or developed trails, PLEASE allow 
doggos. There are LOTS of dog enthusiasts around as shown by the attendance 
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at the Bridgman council meeting that tried to close access to Weko Beach for 
dogs. Thanks for reaching out. Looking forward to your plans!  

37. Would be nice to be able take dogs there to walk but not have to be in a 
completely separate area like in a dog park.  

38. I feel the parks currently are geared towards small children. That was 
wonderful when they were small, but we don’t have anything for the 14 & older 
crowd. A skate park can be utilized by a wide age group, and by skate 
boarders, bmx bikes, roller bladers & scooters. Kiwanis park is a fantastic 
example of a local park that’s got something for everyone. To create a similar 
environment in Bridgman would be an asset to our community.  

39. The township park could use more trees around the kids play areas. They get 
extremely hot when it’s hot outside and this causes the amount of days they 
are useful in the summer to be greatly reduced. Also, all the play equipment 
seems to be geared for the same age group. The play equipment could use to 
have a greater variety of sizes and options.  

40. The Pony League baseball field is in desperate need of attention. The pitcher's 
mound is a joke, bordering on unsafe. 

41. PLEASE SOMETHING ENCLOSED FOR THE WINTER AND RHE KIDS TO BE ABLE 
TO USE 

42. Lake township park is an amazing amenity. I would love to see a hiking or bike 
trail in the area, and our family would greatly enjoy a splash pad. Thanks for 
considering residents’ usage of park facilities! 

43. It would be great to do more for the kids in this town that isn't based around 
all the bars and winery's that we keep adding. I'm not sure how we can keep 
the kids safe and active with all the drunks driving around in this town local 
and none local. What exactly is there for kids to do outside here besides 
playing at the run down playground that hasn't been updated since I was a 
kid? You guys even took away the skate park there's literally nothing for kids to 
do here besides run around and get into trouble. 

44. Would love a splash pad in Lake Township Park 
45. A walking path through wooded areas would be nice or even if just a portion. 
46. If outdoor education is being considered I’d love to be a part of it. My M.S. is in 

Environmental Education and though I haven’t used it in some time, I’d love to 
be involved. -Sam Truesdell (samanthatrues@gmail.com) 

47. We have enjoyed having our kids grow up using Lake Twp Park. We would love 
to see improvements and trail connections.  

48. Would use much more if dogs were allowed.  
49. If you are going to have rules at weko.  Stick to them.  Some employees do, 

some don't.  Conflict between employees.  Everyone should be treated equally.  
No " I don't like him or her" type. 

50. Love the parts mostly Snow Road and I love that dogs are not allowed.  
Children need a safe place to play and not have to be confronted with an 
animal coming at them. 

51. I would like the parks within the city of Bridgman to be improved.  
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52. Parks are a resource that greatly enhance a community - there are so many 
upgrades that can be done to LTP that would encourage year round use - it 
would be a huge investment to our community and much needed!  

53. The park on Gast rd is beautiful and has been well kept. Thank you for all the 
work you've done with it.  

54. Having a safe place to walk and enjoy nature with my furry friend would be 
great! Also, an indoor recreation area open year round could benefit children if 
it had the right attractions in it. A splash pad would be great, too and keep 
families in our own town instead of venturing to others!  

55. The parks are great to have , the quality is good relative to the small size 
community we have.   

56. I would like to see Red Arrow Hwy. continue what has been done in Union Pier.  
I think Harbert is going to continue the walking/bike trail.  I am very nervous 
about riding my bike on our country roads and would like to see space set 
aside for bikes and walkers on our roads. 

57. This park has always been an important part of our family, Girl Scout, and 
outdoor fun! I would love to see a building that could be enclosed happen! 

58. My family loves spending time at the parks, and the township does as amazing 
job keeping them well maintained. 

59. The park is great and beautifully maintained keep the vehicles from rutting the 
landscape 

60. I feel we should preserve more land as natural areas and make them accessible 
for hiking. There should also be an educational program for children and 
adults to learn about ecology and how to protect our environment.  

61. Thank you for the opportunity to provide input! 
62. I think our park in Lake Twp is very nice and appreciate the upgrades that have 

already been made.  Continually making improvements is necessary to keep 
up with our growing community and needs.  We have wanted to rent the 
pavillions for our annual family reunion and graduations but never have 
because there wasn't a "full kitchen" available. (We use Royalton because of 
this.)  I feel our park is a diamond in the rough.  So much potential, but lacking 
vision of future.  So glad to see this survey come through.  Thank you for 
listening. 

63. Please improve recreational facilities in the City of Bridgman. 
64. walking 
65. Even if I don't avail myself of the facilities, I support development and 

opportunities 
66. Like the new all season parking area and work on the back 40 
67. I would love a youth baseball league & also value fun play equipment (not 

cookie cutter play equipment that most parks have). A nature playground with 
water features, trees right climb, monkey bars, swings would be fun! 

68. I would love to have a splash pad at Lake Township Park. A miniature golf 
course would be nice, too.  

69. Frequently use baseball fields to practice infield and pitching drills with my 
grandson. Would like to have trail connecting the park with Bridgman.  
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70. Wonderful disc golf course. Thank you! 
71. We moved to Bridgman five years ago from Muskegon County. While we love 

living here, our lack of bicycle trails is appalling. It is terribly dangerous to ride 
bicycles on our roads. There are very few shoulders for riding, and no trails. If 
you want to encourage visitors and residents to engage in the community, 
create a bike trail from downtown Bridgman to Berrien Springs with parking 
areas at each terminus and you will be amazed at the useage. People would 
love to travel between breweries and wineries on bicycles.  

72. I think our Lake Township Park is a very nice facility and have used it many 
times with my own children and with my grandchildren. 

73. Develop parking at the Livingston road beach next to cook. 
74. I believe any additional trails of all kinds are important. As well as the idea of a 

splash pad and volleyball court. 
75. My use of the park is minimal but I totally support whatever you want to do to 

help bring family and friends together and to have fun and exercise in the 
outdoors. 

76. Update better bathroom facility  
77. easy access to the pond at the ball park . Would be nice for people with 

disabilities .  
78. This is a wonderful place to live, but not very pedestrian friendly just outside of 

town, sadly. Also, although the roads are characterized as bike trails, doesn't 
really seem safe to me, so I don't ride my bike. 

79. "IMPORTANT: Do not allow the Weko patrols to drive their 4-wheelers on 
crowded beaches. Saw an officer being distracted by greetings almost hit a 
toddler who did not (of course) expect motorized traffic next to the lake. The 
look of horror on the parents’ faces was bad enough: such a fatality would be 
worse than a drowning because it is easily preventable. There’s no need to 
drive on crowded beaches where misconduct is easily observed from the 
parking lot or via foot patrol. Thank you for the survey." 

80. It would be wonderful to have an indoor walking/community center.  A safe 
environment for being active in the winter.  Walking area for seniors in our 
section of county. 

81. Lake Township seniors need an area to walk with their dogs. Dogs provide 
seniors with a reason to get out and move around and get excercise. As it is 
now we have to go to another community to walk, yet we have one of the 
largest parks around. Sad. 

82. All of these questions would be better answered with “at what cost?”  I love 
living in a township that uses their money wisely and keeps my taxes low. I 
would want additional amenities that are low cost, low upkeep and can be 
used by many (I would think unpaved trails would fall in here maybe? I love 
seeing how much lake twp park gets used. I am happy with recent upgrades 
(adding parking outside and leaving the park side entrance open).  That said, I 
don’t think lake needs another park, just continue to maintain the park we 
have.  
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83. Question 13 did not load correctly or wasn’t built correctly.  Have a QR code on 
your flyer next time.  Best way to increase park usage is to increase the number 
of working class residents. Best way to do that is to increase the multi family 
zoning and let some affordable apartments be built.  

84. A space to walk and exercise dogs would be huge. The only options now are to 
walk on busy country roads or drive into town and walk the dog. Would be 
nice to access the park or a certain area for dogs.  

85. It would be great to have a paved bike trail to New Buffalo from Bridgman.  
86. We would love to have pickle ball courts at the park.  
87. Mountain biking trails would be a great addition for the local community and 

would also bring revenue in from visitors coming to use the trails. Like other 
trail systems in the area, a new trail could be built and maintained with the 
help of volunteers and also trail building groups such as NIMBA.  

88. Would like to see continued development and maintenance, the park is well 
done and used by all age groups. Good job. 

89. Assuming that the linear park along red arrow highway is completed in the 
future from New Buffalo to St Joseph, the Township will won't to connect a 
paved trail to red arrow. 
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Park Committee Meeting  1/12/22 

Lake Township Hall 

Meeting called to order at 5:30 pm Members present: Bob Clark, Brad Reitz, Nancy Mensinger, and Gary 

Hanlin 

Guests: John Wilk 

Master Plan: The committee has received and reviewed the final copy of the master plan. There has not 

been any public comment received about the plan. Tanya will provide an electronic version that includes 

an automatic rotation of the format when you get to the appendix portion so you don’t have to rotate 

the view manually when reading it. She is also looking into providing a limited number of hard copy 

plans for the Township records. A motion was made by Brad Reitz, seconded by Nancy Mensinger to 

pass a resolution recommending adoption of the 2022‐2026 five year park and recreation plan to the 

Township Board and constituting Park Committee approval of the plan. Roll call vote was 4 yeas, no 

nays, and nobody absent. Motion passed. After adoption by the Township Board the plan will be 

updated for all the legal documents required and uploaded to the DNR so it is available for grant 

applications. Tanya will be assisting Bob with this. Bob thanked the committee for their time and 

attention to this process that was completed in a quick time frame. 

Baseball/ softball‐ no report. 

Soccer.  The spring registration is open now with various registration dates and time in the area during 

January. Gary reported they have recruited some board members with the intention of taking over Gary 

and Bob’s positions I the league. They have run the league for over 20 years and it is time for others to 

step in. 

Trail engineering proposals.  The committee was presented with and reviewed 3 proposals for the 

engineering work that will be completed for the trail from the High School to the park. They were Flies 

Vandenbrink for $ 76,200, Abonmarche for $ 81,500 and Wightman for $ 134,200. After review and 

discussion, the committee recommends Abonmarche to do the work. Bob and John have a meeting prior 

to submission to the Board for action to make sure the bids are consistent in the work to be performed. 

The Board will be taking action on this at the meeting next Tuesday so the firm selected can start on the 

grant application process to meet deadlines in March.  

Park employees. Not much to report. Randy and Tim continue to work on some tree removal and are 

now busy plowing. Randy cleaned up the old maintenance building area and has created cross country 

ski trial signs from stencils Bob bought. They are also dong equipment maintenance.  

Projects. Still waiting on the exercise equipment delivery. No further information. Bob will check to see 

if we made a deposit. Nothing new on the pony field‐ waiting for the snow to melt to access if the field 

can be used this spring.  

Pole building/ queens. We discussed the situation in the pole building on the former Leanardson 

property. The queen committee is occupying both the front room and a good percentage of the large 

back room. We need this area for Randy’s office space (after renovation) and the storage of his truck 

and plows. The committee agreed the group should be given some deadlines regarding the use of the 

space and a plan to return the building to the Township for our own needs. The goal is to move out of 



the front room entirely by the beginning of February and rearrange the float, pull vehicle and other 

supplies so we can get our truck and plows in the back area of the building. This still allows them to use  

about 2/3rds (33’ x 40’) of the large building.  We should also establish a target date for complete 

removal from of their su0pplies. We have been very fair with the use of this building. Nancy to discuss 

with those involved.  

Concession building.  Bob met this morning with the contractor. He is back to recommending the pole 

barn type siding over the 2 seam steel siding. He believes it will be more durable, less costly and still 

look very nice with a color similar to the maintenance building  If it is dented or damaged replacement 

sections will be more readily available than steel  The committee agreed to move ahead with it. The 

contractor gave Bob a preliminary indication the cost will be $ 25,000‐ $ 30,000 for both buildings. Some 

materials are taking 8‐10 weeks so he would like to finalize the proposal and begin ordering them. The 

price did not seem unreasonable given current building costs. Part is driven up by the 4 large specialty 

concession windows needed (almost $ 4,000 total for 4).  

Park mapping. John and Bob are working with Abonmarche to develop a park map that includes all the 

main amenities (pavilions, athletic fields, disc golf 1st hole, gazebo, road direction information, rest 

room, etc.) and the 2 new parcels that have been purchased since the last mapping. The sign can be 

enlarged and one or two be posted at the park for information. Also, individual directional signs pointing 

to the various pavilions or fields will also be developed. This was another recommendation from the 

survey and badly needed.  

Adams family meeting.  Bob received an email from Latisha asking about our process in moving forward 

with the sale. This will be brought to the board next Tuesday with the park recommendation to proceed 

with the sale of the northern most 1.5 acres at current market value.  

Fertilizer quote.  The lawn care quote for the park and other township properties is $ 17,916.50 up 14% 

from last year. Costs of everything are up and we have been happy with the service Jarod and Green 

Kings provides. They are attentive to the facilities and have often reseeded or applied additional 

treatments at no cost when things didn’t go right. Bob feels the quote is reasonable given costs and 

appreciates the work Jarod does for us. The committee recommends approving the quote.  

Meeting adjourned at 6:45.   
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